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CHAPTER 19 PRIVATE 

THE SAINTS PRAISE YAHWEH

VERSE 1

"And after these things, I heard a great voice of much people in heaven"

The things here referred to are the events set forth in the eighteenth chapter. "After these things", therefore, is a phrase indicating that what is about to be narrated in this nineteenth chapter is transacted after the Great Harlot's capital and government are destroyed. The scene with which this chapter opens transfers our attention from Rome to Jerusalem, the place of Yahweh's throne. The news of Rome's catastrophe having arrived there, the much people in the new heaven give utterance to a great voice, saying,

VERSES 1-2

"Alleluia; Salvation and glory, and honour and power, unto the Lord God.... for he hath judged the great whore.... and hath avenged the blood of his servants"

To Yah all the praise is due. The Salvation of the nations from the continued corrupting influence of the great harlot is solely due to him; the glory of the deliverance, the honour of it, and the power to do it, are his alone; therefore the @great voice of much people in the heaven", by whom the salvation, glory , honour and power will be duly appreciated, will shout Hallelu Yah with an intensity of earnestness as never before gave utterance to the words. This is the first place in the Apocalypse where these words are used. They appear as one word in the Greek, "Alleluia", which gives the unaspirated pronunciation of the Hebrew words "Hallelu Yah" - "praise be Yah!". They occur nowhere else in the Apocalypse than in chapter 19:1, 3, 4, 6. Let the reader turn to Psalms 95 to 100, and he will there read predictions which find their accomplishment after the destruction of the "throne of iniquity", and in the time of this great Hallelu Yah celebration of the Apocalypse.

VERSE 3

"And again they said, 'Alleluia'. And her smoke rose up for ever"

The first time the saints say "Hallelu Yah" is after the destruction of the City Rome in the volcanic abyss. But the judgement given to the saints, as the Elohistic agents of the all-powerful Yah, was not finished with the fall of the capital and government of the Roman Babylon. "The Remnant" still remained to be slain with the sword of the king of kings (Chapter 19:21, 16). This slaying of the remnant takes place after the first "Hallelu Yah", and before the second, when the smoke of the torment of the harlot's survivors and sympathizers has ceased - when the governments of Europe will be completely and thoroughly subdued.

VERSES 4-5

"And the 24 elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshipped God that sat on the throne, saying 'Amen, Alleluia'" 

But before they can Apocalyptically say Hallelu Yah a second time, all those things must be accomplished which are represented in this verse to the end. The 24 elders, the four living ones, the representatives of the saints before the throne, will then be able to say the Hallelu Yah a second time: and append to it the final "Amen"! This fourth verse of the chapter is synchronal with chapter 5:14, which points to the time when every creature shall say, in deed and in truth, "Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power be to him that sitteth upon the throne and unto the Lamb for the aeons of the aeons". To which the four living ones respond, "Amen!" When this "amen" is pronounced by them, "the war of the great day of the all-powerful Deity" will be ended.

VERSE 6

"And I heard as it were... the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, 'Hallelu Yah'" - This is a description of the first Hallelu Yah which is followed by the thunderings of war upon the "remnant" who insist on "giving their power and strength unto the beast", led by the "false prophet", the pope, although Rome has been demolished.

VERSE 7

"Let us be glad and rejoice.... for the marriage of the Lamb is come"

The Hallelu Yah of the first time not only celebrates the ruin of the great harlot, and the prevailing of the Omnipotent, but gives the reason why they, the "heaven, and the holy apostles, and prophets" slain by her, are able to respond to the exhortation to "rejoice over her". They say, "we can rejoice and exult, and we have given the glory to him, for the marriage of the Lamb hath come, it hath been given that she may have been clothed with linen fine and resplendent; for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints". All this had been done in Teman, and before the Bride had been done in Teman, and before the Bride had been established upon Mount Zion.

VERSES 8 - 9

"To her it was granted that she should be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints.... Blessed are they that are called to the marriage supper of the Lamb"

There investment with the fine linen of incorruptibility, as the reward according to their pure and resplendent works, was preliminary to judgment being given them for execution upon the great harlot and the ten-horned scarlet beast that carried her. They had been clothed, and had thereby been made invincible; but it was not until the first Hallelu Yah celebration, commemorating the destruction of the great harlot, that the prowess of the omnipotent Yah, in concert with his previously prepared bride, was celebrated by the "much people in heaven".

The first Hallelu Yah will be a great festival. John was commanded to write and say, "Blessed are they who have been called", or invited, "To the feast of the marriage of the Lamb". There will be two classes that will be blessed; the first consisting of those who, having believed the gospel of the kingdom, been immersed, and thenceforth continued patiently in well-doing till death, have been restored to life; and subsequently, on account of the purity and brightness of their character in Christ, clothed upon with the fine linen of incorruption: and the second class consisting of the "many waters" or peoples, who may have already come to be joined to Yah as the subjects of his dominion.

VERSE 10

"And I fell down to worship him. And he said unto me, 'See thou do it not... worship God'"

John and the angel in the scene personate the brethren of Christ. They were the fellow servants, brethren, and prophets, who keep the sayings of the Apocalypse prophecies - who keep the sayings of the Apocalyptic prophecies - who keep them in the sense of executing the judgments of the seventh vial. The angel's refusal of John's adoration was a direct rebuke to those professors, who, in the days of the apostles, were beguiling themselves and others of their reward, in a voluntary humility and worshipping of angels (Col.2:18) - a rebuke which would make the Apocalypse itself quite distasteful to them and their latter-day counterparts.

THE ISRAELI ARMY - ITS GENERAL AND OFFICERS.

VERSE 11

"And I saw heaven opened"

The proper translation is "and I saw the heaven which had been opened". To set up the throne of David in the heaven, Jerusalem, the place of the throne and capital of the great king, must be wrested from the enemy - from Gogue. This, as we have seen, is accomplished after the return of the Ancient of days, and after his corporal union with the Bride in Teman; and consequently upon the signal over throw of the king of the north in the terminal epoch of the sixth vial. This having been transacted, John was able to look back upon the situation, and say in chapter 4:1-2, "Behold, a door had been opened in the heaven; and a throne was set in the heaven". The throne of David had been re-established, and was occupied by David's son and Lord; who was now prepared to make war in righteousness upon all the other thrones in the heaven, until he had cast them down, and transferred all their diadems to his own head. The heaven thus opened is the same referred to in chapter 19:11. In this place he informs us that the heaven in which he saw the white horse calvary had been opened. If it had not previously been opened he would not have seen that body of horses therein (Eureka).

"And behold, a white horse"

The white horse upon which the Commander of the hosts of heaven rides is not representative of that symbolized under the first seal, which was the Roman horse. The white horse of the scene before us is the Hebrew Horse; and all the other horses upon which the faithful host who follow him sit, are horses upon which the faithful host who follow him sit, are horses of the same race. A clue to the signification of the horse in this place is found in Zachariah 10:3, where the spirit says, "Mine anger was kindled against the shepherd (kings of the earth) and I punished the goats". 

And the exposition given, showing how and when they were punished, is added in the words, "For Yahweh Tzvaoth hath visited his flock the House of Judah, and hath made them his goodly horse in the battle. And they shall be mighty ones who tread down as in the mire of the streets in the battle: and they shall be seen over them" (14:14). Here then we have a complete army exhibited for the conquest of the nations, and the salvation of the twelve tribes of Israel - the Lord Jesus Christ the commander; "the called, chosen and faithful" his brethren and companions, filling all the offices of the army; and the men of the Hebrew race, the goodly soldiery of the kingdom.

VERSE 12

"His eyes as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns"

Christ and the saints are here depicted as ready to appear "in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ (2 Thess.1:8). Their determination and destination is to take the "many diadems" of the nations, and transfer their authority to the divine government in Jerusalem.

"And he had a name written that no man knew but himself"

The name is given in verse 16 and 13 as "King of kings and Lord of lords"; and "the Word of the Deity". Only Christ can know this name to experience its possession.

VERSE 13

"And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood"

The garment of Christ's humanity became changed raiment by the transforming power of spirit in the moment of its ascent to consubstantiality with the Father. In this instantaneous quickening on the third day, the name of the invisible Father, was written, or engraved, into the blood-stained substance, or veil, that was rent upon the cross. In this process of inscription, the humanity was transferred into divine nature. And so Jesus "had been clothed with a garment that had been dyed in blood".

VERSE 14

"And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses"

These armies or "hosts" are in fulfilment of one of the prophetic names of God, "the Lord of Hosts" (Hebrew, (manifested) in hosts". At this time, the only part of the world that has become subject to Christ is the Holy Land, cleared of the Gogian hosts by the preliminary stroke of Ezek. 38 and 39; Joel 3 and Zech. 14. The rest of the world, though startled by that disaster, and by the subsequent cataclysm on the Italian peninsula, have no knowledge of the divine nature of the revolution begun, and are engaged in sullenly organizing their forces for the succeeding phases of the "war of the Great day of God Almighty". These ensue shortly. After a period of rejoicing and great joy in the Holy Land, the palm is laid aside in the camp of the saints for the sword. The heavenly host equip themselves for the struggle on which they are about to enter for the mastery of the world (R. Roberts).

VERSE 15

"And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword that with it he might smite the nations"

The soldiers of the king of Israel will not only be the goodly horse ridden by the saints, but they will be the long reaching Sword of their commander, his bow and arrow, and new sharp threshing instrument with teeth. "I declare", saith the spirit, "that I will render double to thee; when I have bent Judah for me, and filled the (Judah) bow with (the) Ephraim (arrow), and raised up thy sons, O Zion, against thy sons, O Greece, and made thee as the sword of a mighty man. And Yahweh shall blow the trumpet, and shall go forth with the whirlwinds of Teman". (Zech. 9:13). And in Isaiah 41:14, "Fear not, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of Israel, I will help thee, saith Yahweh, and thy redeemer the Holy One of Israel. Behold, I will make thee a new sharp threshing instrument having teeth: thou shalt thresh the mountains and beat them small, and shalt make the hills as chaff. Thou shalt fan them, and the wind shall carry them away, and the whirlwind shall scatter them: and thou shalt rejoice in Yahweh, and shall glory in the Holy One of Israel."

"And he shall rule them with a rod of iron"

Every approved and accepted believer of the truth, who shall have been made "like him", will participate with Christ in the administration of this iron and righteous despotism - iron because of its invincibility and strength: for "he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron" (Chapter 2:26-27); even as I have received of my Father.

"And he treadeth the wine press"

This is the same wine press judgement as that described in chapter 14:17-21.

VERSE 16

"And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 'King of kings and Lord of lords'"

When Israel was encamped in Sinai after their escape from Egypt, Yahweh informed the people, "Behold, I send an angel before thee, to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have prepared. Beware of him and obey his voice, provoke him not; for he will not pardon your transgressions: for my NAME is in him. But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all that I speak; then will I be an enemy unto thine adversaries. For mine angel shall go before thee, and bring thee unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites... and I will cut them off" (Exod. 24:20-23). After the overthrow of the Russian hosts in the land of Israel, Christ assumes the position of this chief angel as "Michael" who will lead the Israeli armies into the lands of the enemy, and be an enemy unto their enemies, and "an adversary" unto their adversaries.

THE WAR OF THAT GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY.

VERSE 17

"And I saw an angel standing in the sun"

The correct translation is, "I saw one angel who had stood in the sun". This identifies the angel with "the woman" of chapter twelve who was temporarily "clothed with the sun" after the overthrow of the pagan constitution of Rome by Constantine. The woman, however, soon "fled into the wilderness". It could therefore be said of the saints that they "had stood in the sun". They will "shine as the sun in the kingdom of the Father" when the greater than Constantine lays "hold on the dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil and satan" and binds him a thousand years.

VERSES 17-18

"And he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, 'Come... unto the supper of the great God'"

This had been preceded by a loud voice, announcing in all the midheaven or "air", into which the seventh vial will be poured, that the Hour of Judgement, so long threatened, had actually arrived (chapter 14:6). This is a voice of peace, and friendship, and good will, to all who shall obey it; but terrible in its consequences to those who shall neglect to reject it. The angel who proclaims the message to the nations, "flies in midheaven" - in the Apocalyptic "midheaven", which is peoples by birds of prey, then ready to take wing when the loud voice of the one angel shall reach them. It is the same angel who makes proclamation in midheaven, that invites the foe... of the midheaven to assemble to the Deity's banquet of slaughtered kings, military officers, chaplains, soldiers of all ranks, and so forth. The angel proclaimer in both cases is of the woman, then no longer a down trodden and afflicted fugitive, but "the Holy City, New Jerusalem, prepared as a bride, who had been adorned for her husband" (Chapter 21:2). The state, the church, the army of the kingdom are then all in the hands of the saints; who will tolerate no other states, churches, and armies than their own.

VERSES 19-20

"And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against him that sat upon the horse and against his army. And the beast... false prophet.. and them that worshipped his image... were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone@

The Apocalyptic banquet for the fowls of the midheaven is the last period of judgement upon the worshippers of the beast and his image. The loud voice of the one angel calls them to the work of the slaughter. Babylon having fallen, the work of the third angel has now to be executed upon her sympathizing survivors, the kings of the earth and their armies. The lake of fire into which the subjects of this verse are cast is the symbol of the second death, as we are informed in chapter 21:8. It therefore stands for the fiery judgements of God, afflicted destructively on the adversary at Christ's coming; for it is this judgement that is to devour false brethren in a second death, after they have been risen from the dead (Heb. 10:27; Matt. 25:41).

Primarily, the judgement will be put forth (by fire and sword) for the overthrow of the kings who oppose the setting up of the kingdom of God on the rest of the earth; but, secondarily, it will be the great day of retribution for the wickedness of the generations that have passed. It is part of the political situation that "the time of the dead that they should be judged" arrives with the coming of Christ and the anger of the nations. Though responsibility is limited to a very small proportion of the dead, yet those who come forth to the shame and the contempt of that retributive era will be a vast multitude, far vaster than the number of those accepted and glorified; for, though many be called, few are chosen (Matt. 20:16). Thus, a new and terrible aggravation of the times will be the launching on society a crowd of fugitives, accursed of God, lacking friend and bread, and the opportunity of quiet settlement anywhere; knowing the nature of the time that will have come upon the world, and having only the language of despair on their lips; for they will have seen the judge, and retired from his presence "with weeping and wailing and gnashing of teeth" - death lying before them, but not till the time appointed, at or before the close of the struggle between the nations and Christ. Well may such a time be described as "a time of trouble such as never was", when "many of them that sleep in the dust shall awake" (Daniel 12).

VERSE 21

"And all the fowls were filled with their flesh"

Cyrus was styled "a ravenous bird from the east", in coming against Babylon to destroy it; and the powers hostile to Israel were termed birds (Isa.46:11; Jer.12:9); so Israelites are symbolized as flesh devouring fowls, when they shall be summoned into activity against the "unclean and hateful birds" of Babylon the Great.
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