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CHAPTER FOURTEEN - THE LAMB ON MOUNT ZION, AND HIS SEALED AND REDEEMED FIRST-FRUITS - Verses 1-13.

This chapter takes us into the future at a time when Christ will be enthroned in Zion. Gogue therefore has been destroyed, though as yet Christ's kingdom is confined to the Promised Land. The world is in hostile upheaval against him, but by the outpouring of successive judgments it is all gradually brought under control. Meanwhile an uneasy peace ensues while Christ consolidates his power in Zion.

VERSE ONE.

"A lamb stood"

The one John saw was representative of "the lamb of God that taketh away the sin of the world" - Jesus, the son of God.

"On the Mount Zion"

Why did John see him stand at his coming "on mount Zion" ? The gospel of the kingdom gives the answer: Zion was the seat of David's government in the land of promise. To Jesus belongs the throne of David - "Thou shalt call his name Jesus... and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David" (Luke 1:32). On that throne he will sit in the age to come. Occupying this throne, he must needs reign on Mount Zion - "The Lord shall reign over them in Mount Zion from henceforth, even for ever" (Micah 4:7).This is in harmony with what is written in the 132nd Psalm, "The Lord hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. This is my rest for ever. Here will I dwell."

"With him 144,000"

The symbolic number of the redeemed. 144 is the square of 12, the number of Israel, and the redeemed constitute the true Israel. "Thousands" are added to indicate the multiplicity of the saved ones.

"Having his father's name"

Name is indicative of Character and purpose. Christ manifested the Father's name unto the disciples in the character he revealed unto them; he "declared" the Father's character unto them in revealing his purpose - "I have manifested thy name unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world" (John 17:6). Saints are a people taken out of the nations for the Father's name (Acts 15:14). That name is Yahweh. It is derived from a root signifying, "I will be". In superimposing that name upon himself, the Father proclaimed his intention to manifest himself in a family of glorified ones, of whom the Lord Jesus is chief. That name will be named upon those who overcome, who will receive the glory and nature of God and will thus constitute the divine family of immortals in the future age.

"Written in their foreheads"

Literally, "having been written". This shows that the 144,000 consist of enlightened persons. The forehead is the symbol of the understanding, and the name of the Father, the knowledge of God. The ignorant of these things of God have no place among the 144,000 whose chief characteristic is the knowledge of God. This is in harmony with what Jesus said: "this is eternal life, to know thee, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3). As it is written, "the foolish shall stand in thy sight" (Psalm 5:5). "They are alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them" (Eph. 4:18). This supplies us with a very strong incentive in the diligent obedience of the precept which says, "Cry after knowledge; lift up thy voice for understanding; seek her as silver; search for her as hid treasure: then thou shalt understand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge of God". If we will only obey this precept, we will fully experience the truth of those words of wisdom, "The words by the mouth are all plain to him that understandeth, and right to those that find knowledge. Receive my instruction and not silver, and knowledge rather than choice gold: for wisdom is better than rubies, and all the things to be desired are not to be compared to it".

VERSE TWO.

"And I heard a voice from heaven as the voice of many waters"

The multitudes of immortalized saints in the newly formed government of Israel appear in readiness to expel all rivals from the political heavens of the world.

"As the voice of great thunder"

The political heaven thundering forth its voice in war-like judgements. Christ will issue an

ultimatum calling upon the nations to submit to him. The rejection of it will be followed by war.

"And I heard the voice of harpers harping their harps"

Before the saints proceed upon their work of conquering the nations, they have a time of rejoicing together at their first meeting, after the judgment of the household has eliminated all the worthless elements from the assembly. It is in the act of celebrating this preliminary festival of love and joy, that John sees them engaged in here. The harp is an instrument used in giving thanks, rejoicing and praising. To "hang the harp upon the willows" indicates tribulation and distress, which was the case of the Jews in captivity whose "harp was turned to mourning, and their organ into the voice of them that weep". While the absence of music conveys sorrow, the reverse indicates joy.

VERSE THREE.

"And they sung... a new song"

This is not the old song of hope or mourning, but the new song of deliverance uttered by the saints, when they shall rejoice in the final fulfillment of their hope.

"Before the throne... four living creatures and the elders"

Literally, "in the presence of the throne". The rejoicing will be heard in the presence of Christ: the throne, and the saints: in military organization (the four living creatures - see chapter 4:6) and the king-priest organization (24 elders - chapter 4:4).

"No man could learn that song but the 144,000... redeemed from the earth" 

No one can take part in the song who does not constitute part of the assembly, for the song declares facts which can only be affirmed of themselves - that they are redeemed (immortalized) and appointed kings and priests unto God.

VERSE FOUR.

"These are not defiled with women, for they are virgins"

This is not to be taken literally of course: literally, a great proportion of them will be women, such as Mary, of whom Jesus said she had chosen the good part that should not be taken away; and the women also who, along with the men were baptized on believing the gospel preached by Philip; and the wives, who are "heirs together" with their husbands of the grace of life (1 Peter 3:7). If it were taken literally, it would exclude the bulk of the apostles, who were married men. If not taken literally, it must be figuratively. The name given to the women, exhibited to John as the symbol of Rome was called the mother of Harlots. These harlots are the women with whom the 144,000 are not defiled. What are they? If Rome be the mother (and she is called the "mother church"), the daughters must be recognized in her offshoots. These are numerous throughout the world. All national churches, and all sects and denominations that own a Roman parentage and acknowledge the Roman Catholics as their "fellow Christians", are included with Rome in the apocalyptic phrase: "the Mother of Harlots and Abominations to the earth". To have fellowship with them is to be defiled with the "women" mentioned here. The constituents of the 144,000 are all of them clean from this defilement. Our positions as brothers and sisters of Christ is a disagreeable one, in standing aloof from the professions of Christianity; but we must remember that our hope of inclusion in the joyous ranks of the 144,000 rests, among other things, on that very isolation which is so inconvenient at the present time (R.R.).

"These follow the lamb whither so ever he goeth"

They do so in the most comprehensive sense - now and hereafter. Their mind in the case is expressed in the words, "Lord, I will follow thee whither so ever thou goest". Peter meant this in a personal sense: but it has spiritual sense that everyone readily understands. To follow Christ is to do his commands. Those who follow him in his humiliation will follow him in all his glory when the day for his enthronement on Mount Zion arrives. There will be a wonderful reversal of the rule of honour then. It is a certain disgrace to be identified with the testimony of God in the present age: how greedily will men covet Christ's recognition in the day of his coming - in vain! "Him that honoureth me, I will honour": this is the rule, and this is the day for the first part of it. We honour God by believing and obeying him in the day when all rests as yet on his promise. "He that denieth me before men, him will I deny": this is what Jesus says concerning the coming day. Let us not be sorry then, at having the opportunity of suffering a little shame for his name.

"The first-fruits of God and unto the Lamb"

James uses similar language, "Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first-fruits of his creatures" (1:18). This shows that they are not the finish, but only the beginning of the glorious triumph of God's work on earth. After the "first fruits" comes, bye and bye, the harvest. There will be a great harvest at the end of the millennial age as the result of the work of Christ and the saints ruling the world in righteousness. Multitudes will ripen for immortality under their reign, to be glorified at the end, when "the last enemy, death shall be destroyed".

VERSE FIVE.

"In their mouth... no guile, for they are without fault before the throne of God"

We are to understand this in the light of David's statement, "Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile". The statement that they are without fault does not mean that they never had any fault: for they are made to declare to the Lamb that they have been "washed from their sins in his blood". This means that they are justified men - men forgiven - to whom their faith and obedience of Christ have been counted for righteousness. But, of course, this involves the idea of personal righteousness. It would be a mistake to conclude that because they are men that have been forgiven, therefore they are destitute of personal righteousness as their

leading moral characteristic. No one can be an obedient servant of Christ without possessing in very act the quality of righteousness; for righteousness is obedience. "The unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor.6:9). "The righteous shall scarcely be saved" (1 Peter 4:8). These are apostolic declarations uttered for the warning of believers. The fact that the righteous are men "whose transgressions are forgiven, and whose sins are covered", does not interfere with the fact that they are men who acquire that forgiveness in the attitude of faith and obedience towards Christ. Jesus says, "I will give every man according to his works.. To him that keepeth my works unto the end, will I grant to sit with me on my throne". Such are at last forgiven men - men having to confess failings, which are passed by in the mercy of God, through Christ; but their case is very different from that of men who live in unfaith, indifference, and disobedience.

VERSE SIX.

"Another angel fly in the midst of heaven"

This follows the enthronement of the 144,000 on Mount Zion. It is, therefore, after Christ has come and raised, judged, and immortalized his brethren; and after he has, with them, made his appearance in the affairs of the world as a new political power. It is, in fact, after the overthrow of Gog; for Jesus and his brethren are not enthroned on Mount Zion till Gogue has been driven out of the land. This overthrow having been effected, we here have the government of Christ established in the Holy Land, entering into diplomatic relations, so to speak, with the rest of the world which is still unsubdued. The angel flying in the midst of heaven is the symbol of the divine ambassadorship through which they will be addressed.

"Having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth"

The Greek originals reads "an everlasting gospel, or, a gospel pertaining to the age". It is not The Gospel as we know it today that this angelic messenger proclaims, but one adapted to the needs of that day. The saints will be sent forth warning the nations of impending judgment if they do not submit to the new power then established in Zion after the overthrow of Gogue.

"And to every nation, and tongue and kindred, and people" 

The saints are taken "out of the nations" (chapter 7:9), and will then be sent back with the message that Christ reigns in Zion.

VERSE SEVEN.

"Saying with a loud voice, Fear God and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come"

This strikes the key-note of the coming dispensation. It is the great difference between the present and the future age. Human convenience is the rule of the present age: "Glory to God in the highest" is the motto of the future age. The human race will be much more interesting, and much more loving to one another, when the supremacy and propriety rights and ineffable excellence of God are practically among them. The summons to yield this recognition is the first demand of the coming age upon the present age. The form in which it is required in the first instance is obeisance to the Lamb: "Kiss the son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little". There is an hour appointed for judgment. Until its arrival, it seems as if God were taking no notice. He keeps silence and men suppose Him unregardful, though a moment's consideration of history would dispel the delusion. The fact is He proceeds methodically. "He hath appointed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness by that man whom he hath appointed of which he hath given all men assurance in that he hath raised him from the dead" (Acts 17:31). When the day arrives, the world will be apprised of the fact, and summoned to give attendance, as the symbol before us informs.

VERSE EIGHT.

"And there followed another angel saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city"

The name Babylon signifies confusion (Gen. 11:9), and in a spiritual sense speaks of the confusion and error promulgated by Rome and her daughters. As we learn from a subsequent portion of the Apocalypse, the response to the divine ambassadorship is at first a rebellious one. They gather their forces to make war on Yahweh's king, not understanding who he is. Their presumption appears to receive a sever blow at the outset; for after the angel had delivered the message of summons, the angel of verse eight makes his proclaimation. This appears to intimate a catastrophe at this stage to Rome itself as the historical and geographical centre of the papal corruption. In a later chapter, her engulfment after the manner of Sodom and Gomorra is plainly for shown: and here we appear to have the time of its occurrence indicated - just after the rejection of the first summons from Christ enthroned in Zion.

"Because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication"

In the first century ecclesial Balaamites (chapter 2:14) and Nicolaitans (chapter 2:6) taught false doctrines among them. This finally led to the formation of the "catholic church" whose chief bishop was enthroned in Rome. By this time the "catholic church" was united within the state, it also having committed spiritual fornication with paganism, accepting its doctrines and adopting its feast days. In his parable in Matt. 9:17 Jesus symbolized the gospel by wine. The wine of Babylon is the false doctrine taught there. These have intoxicated the nations to "believe a lie" instead of the truth.

VERSE NINE.

"The third angel followed them saying with a loud voice, if any man worship the beast...."

The destruction of Rome does not open the eyes of the nations subject to her direction: for there follows a warning that would be unnecessary in that case. And this shows the survival of the system symbolized by "the beast and his image", after Rome itself had gone crashing into the abyss. The constitution of European society in church and state continues after the disappearance of Rome. That disappearance is the death- knell of the whole system and the opening stroke of the impending vengeance as it were, but it fails to be read aright by the deluded peoples. It will doubtless be explained away as a natural calamity to which no significance is to be attached; and with a sense of ease and confidence, they proceed to organize themselves in the Middle Europe for a strenuous resistance to the power that has already summoned them and backed its summons with power, but whose nature they misapprehend as Pharaoh misapprehended the power he was opposing in Egypt. It is while this resistance is organizing that a second message is addressed to the European populations, warning them against identification with the opposing camp, assuring them of the judicial penalties impending upon the papal system in all its aspects, and upon all who sympathize with it.

VERSE TEN.

"The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God without mixture"

Isaiah uses a similar figure: "O Jerusalem, which hath drunk at the hand of the Lord the cup of his fury.. these have come upon thee; desolation and destruction, and the famine and the sword" (51:17,19). Desolation, destruction, famine and the sword are also reserved for those who continue to "worship the beast" in opposition to the authority of Christ. The judgments are undiluted with mercy after they have rejected their chance to "fear God and give glory to him".

"He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone"

Those who at the last moment dissever themselves from the enemies of the Lord will

find sparing mercy at his hand to the lengthening of their lives and their admission to the kingdom of God as mortal subjects. There may be a remnant that favorably respond: the publication of the warning implies as much: but as regards the bulk, the message falls on heedless ears, and the worshippers of the beast rush on to the torment awaiting them. The symbolic fire and brimstone is a description of the vengeance that awaits the great European apostasy at the coming of Jesus, when "revealed from heaven in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ - who will be punished with everlasting destruction" (2 Thess.1:7). It is what Paul describes as "a fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries"(Heb.10:27): and Malachi, as “a day that will burn up the wicked, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch" (4:1).

"In the presence of the holy angels and... the Lamb" 

At this time the saints will have been made equal "unto the angels" (Luke 20:36). It is under this new generation of angels that God has given the honour of conquest and rulership over the nations: "Let the saints be joyful in glory: let them sing aloud upon their beds. Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people; to bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; to execute upon them the judgments written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the Lord" (Psa.149:5-9). "For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak... thou madest (man) a little lower than the angels; thou crownest him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands" (Heb.2:5,7).

VERSE 11.

"And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever and they have no rest day nor night"

The judgments delivered by the saints will be perpetual in their triumph over those overwhelmed by them - there will be no recovery from the catastrophe. They have no rest day or night when the time for the infliction of the judgment has arrived; and its effect, when consummated, is for ever - after the example of Sodom and Gomorra, "who are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire" (Jude 7), though "overthrown in a moment, and no hands stayed on her" (Lam 4:6), the fire going out in the waters of the Dead Sea.

VERSE TWELVE

"Here is the patience of the saints"

The faithfulness of those who have stood aloof from the spiritual abominations of Rome and her daughters in all ages up to the last moment, will then be fully vindicated, and their wisdom manifest. The prospect of it inspires the saints with patience.

VERSE THIRTEEN

"And I heard a voice from heaven.... Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth"

The blessedness of the dead dying in the Lord will be manifest from this point of time, when the dead, having arisen, behold the judgment of God executed on the head of the wicked, and their own labors, past and then present, accomplished in the beneficial administration of the world in the reign upon earth with Christ.

"That they may rest from their labors; and their works do follow them"

Dr. Thomas translates this, "Yea, saith the Spirit, in order that they may rest from their labors, and their works he goeth in aid of with them". The "rest" is the sabbatical rest from the works of the flesh. It is not the rest of idleness, but joyous co-operation with Yahweh. The spirit will work with them in establishing Christ's reign on earth. That is what is meant by the phrase, "and their works (the labors they do in the age to come) he (the spirit) goeth in aid of (helps) them". What they do, they do through the spirit which they will possess.

THE HARVEST OF THE EARTH - Overthrow of the Russian Confederacy, and THE VINTAGE - Destruction of the Catholic European Confederacy - chapter 14:14-20.

VERSE FOURTEEN.

"A white cloud"

Paul uses this phrase in the same sense used here: "So great a cloud of witnesses" (Heb.12:1). The cloud stands for a multitude; here, “white" shows that it is a righteous multitude.

"Upon the cloud one sat... having upon his head a golden crown"

The word translated crown is "stephanos", not diadem. It indicates personal victory, and not authority. The verse suggests that at this stage although Christ is General of the White Cloud army, he is not yet ruling the land of Israel, in possession of David's diadem. Thus the vision presents Christ on the outset of his military campaign, competing for a prize later described as "many diadems" (chapter 19:12).

"And in his hand a sharp sickle"

The sharp sickle in his hand is symbolical of his power to reap down the multitudes which have assembled on the valley or plain of their destruction.

VERSE FIFTEEN.

"Another angel came out of the temple"

The angel that emerges is representative of the saints in a different aspect. The "temple" itself is symbolic of the saints, as we learned from chapter 11:1. At this stage it is not found "in heaven", or the ruling places, as it is later in the chapter (verse 17). In other words, this represents the saints before Armageddon, and the angel that emerges represents their messenger. His voice is the voice of the saints calling for vengeance.

"Crying to him that sat upon the cloud, ‘Thrust in thy sickle and reap... for the harvest of the earth is ripe'"

This crisis is depicted by Ezekiel, "And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gogue shall come against the land of Israel, saith the Lord God, that my fury shall come up in my face" (38:18).

VERSE SIXTEEN

"And he that sat upon the cloud thrust in his sickle on the earth"

Ezekiel continues speaking of the same crisis: "And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains, saith the Lord God: every man's sword shall be against his brother. And I will plead against him with pestilence and blood: and I will rain upon him and upon the many people that are with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones fire and brimstone. Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself: and I will be known in the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am Yahweh" (38:21-23). And so the Russian Confederacy is overthrown in Israel, and the saints prepare to ascend into the political heavens of the Holy Land. "Henceforth Jerusalem shall be holy, and no strangers shall pass through her any more" (Joel 3:17). This first "reaping", then, is appocalyptically termed "the HARVEST OF THE EARTH" (verse 15). Writing of Daniel's prophecy concerning this epoch, Dr. Thomas states, "When the autocrat gains Constantinople and Russianizes Italy and the West, and having superseded the Ottoman regime in Asia, comes as Gogue to invade the Holy Land and to besiege Jerusalem, the Little Horn of the Goat will again represent the power of the whole dominion united under one chief... But when it is "broken in pieces without help", it appears no more as a symbol on the prophetic page. Its mission against the holy land and against Judah ends with its own Pharaoh-like destruction; and the east delivered, future events re-open in the West, where only a beast, the False Prophet, and the ten horns, their Russian Constantinopolitan confederacy being dissolved, remains to be ground to powder, and destroyed by fire and the sword" (Exp. Daniel).

VERSE SEVENTEEN

"And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle"

The saints are at this time "in heaven", in power, enthroned in Zion and Jerusalem.

VERSE EIGHTEEN

"And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over fire, and cried...'Thrust in thy sharp sickle'"

When the European powers gather to make war with Christ, the Deity determines to exercise forbearance no longer. This decision is evidenced by another angel coming out of the temple from the altar, having power over fire. The angel is said to come out "from the altar". He issues thence as the avenger of those whose blood has been poured out beneath it. Hence the altar is symbolic of the Apostles, prophets, and saints, and of all slain upon earth, for the witness of Jesus, and the word of the Deity. All of these, accepted at the tribunal, are constituents of the avenging minister. they live again: a judgment being given unto them, they have "power over fire" - over that fire which Babylon is utterly burned (chapter 18:8); that, into which the Beast and False Prophet are cast alive (19:20); that, with which the worshippers of the Beast and his image are tormented (19:10); and that which is mingled with the crystal sea.

"And gather the clusters of the vine of the earth"

"The vine of the earth" is a phrase representative of the civil, military, and ecclesiastical constitution of what is called "Christendom". The grapes of this vine are the nations clustered together into the empires and kingdoms upon it. To gather the clusters of the vine is to cause the armies of the nations to assemble together for war, so that they may be cut off and trodden down.

VERSE NINETEEN

"And the angel ... gathered the vine of the earth and cast it into the great wine - press of the wrath of God"

This is the overthrow of the Catholic European Confederacy of Nations which rebels against the ambassadorship of the saints. This second "reaping" being of "the vine of the earth" can be styled the VINTAGE. Further details concerning the "Harvest" and "Vintage" will be found in connection with the gathering into Armageddon (Chapter 16:16).

VERSE TWENTY.

"And the wine-press was trodden without the city"

The judgments will include the nations outside the extent of "Babylon" ( the Catholic "beast" are bounded by the Rhine, Danube, Euphrates, English Channel and Atlantic Ocean). This is evident from Ezek.39:6 - - "And I will send a fire on Magog and among them that dwell confidently in the isles; and they shall know that I am Yahweh". There is no doubt that there will be some among the other European countries, the British Commonwealth, U.S.A., Mexico, South America and the Chinese Empire that will join Babylon in attempting to oust the Power of Christ in the Middle East, and to resist his circle of influence entering their own countries.

"And blood came out of the wine-press, even unto the horse-bridles"

This is the symbolic indication of the sanguinary nature of the outpouring of vengeance that hangs over the world, when "the slain of the Lord shall be many, from one end of the earth: they shall not be lamented, neither gathered nor buried; they shall be dung on the face of the ground" (Jer.25:33). "The indignation of the Lord is on all nations; and his fury on all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them: He hath delivered them to the slaughter" (Isa.34:2). The horse is the symbol of the nations in military array. Not only will there be great bloodshed in their armies, but also those guiding the "horse" - the rulers of those nations will feel the fierceness of the wrath of Christ and the saints.

"By the space of 1600 furlongs"

This is the square of forty, for forty times forty is 1600. Forty is the number of probation, being frequently associated with humiliation, affliction and punishment. Moses twice humbled himself forty days in prayer and fasted: Elijah and Christ were forty days fasting. Israel was afflicted forty years. The Canaanites had forty years to repent after the spies had searched the land for forty days. Christ taught his disciples for forty days after his resurrection; and after forty years of preaching the gospel, the Jewish state was destroyed in A.D. 70. There will be forty years of judgment on the nations executed by Israel ("Logos").
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