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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

THE BEAST OF THE SEA, THE BEAST OF THE EARTH, THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST, ITS MARK AND NUMBER.

This chapter draws a symbolic picture of the varying phases of catholic Rome during the 1260 years of her supremacy. The vision is really supplementary to that of Daniel's Fourth beast, described in his seventh chapter. In Daniel, the dominion of the Fourth Beast is at last taken by the Son of Man and the saints. So in John's visions, the dominion of these beasts is taken by the Lamb on Mount Zion (chapter 14) and the 144,000 "redeemed from the earth" that are with him.

VERSE ONE

"And I stood upon the sand of the sea" 

That is, at the bound of the sea. Sand is often used as a symbol for people. Here it represents a people like John who existed on the outskirts of the empire, and who were carefully observing the signs of the times. John, as a representative of their class, heard the roaring of the sea (the nations) whipped into a storm by tempest winds that had been previously restrained (chapter 7 verse 1). The sounding of the trumpets (chapter 8) had brought the barbaric nations swarming over the borders of the empire, to establish themselves there. Their presence was to play a large part in the developments now symbolized.

"And I saw a wild beast rise up" 

Symbolically, a wild beast is a brutal, despotic power. In several other places in scripture wild beasts are the symbol of tyrannical powers: speaking of Israel, the Spirit in Jeremiah declared, "mine heritage is unto me a speckled bird, the birds round about her are against her; come ye, assemble all the beasts of the field, come to devour" (12:9). In speaking of the time when Israel will no longer be oppressed by foreign powers, Ezekiel wrote in 34:28, "and they shall no more be a prey to the nations, neither shall the beast of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid".

 "Out of the sea" 

The signification of the sea is both symbolic and literal. Many waters, on account of their noise, number and disorder, and confusion of their waves, are symbolic of peoples, nations, multitudes and tongues. The symbol is so explained in chapter 17:15.Jeremiah,prophesying against the Philistines, wrote, "Thus saith the Lord, Behold waters rise up out of the north and shall be an overflowing flood, and shall overflow the land, and all that are therein; then the man shall cry, and all the inhabitants shall howl at the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his strong horses, and at the rushing of his chariots, and at the rumbling of his wheels" (47:2-3). Speaking of the day when the Russians and her allies invade Israel and the Middle east, Isaiah wrote: "Woe to the multitude of many people, which make a noise like the noise of the seas; and the rushing of mighty waters!" (17:12). The rising up out of the sea signifies that the beast (political power) arose as a result of wars and tumult among the nations. But "the sea" is

also literal. In the introduction to this chapter it was mentioned that the beasts in this chapter give details concerning the "fourth beast" of Daniel chapter seven In Daniel's prophecy, he states that the four beasts (Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome) ascend to power as a result of events relative to "the great sea" (verse 2).This was the name given to the Mediterranean sea by the Hebrews. Therefore the Beast of the Sea represents a Roman Catholic - dominated power whose political headquarters are near the Mediterranean Sea.

 "Having seven heads" 

Rome had seven forms of government during its political career. These are mentioned in the notes on chapter 12:3.

"And ten horns"

Horns are the symbols of power exerted by strength of arms, because animals that have horns make use of them in their armament. The horn is mentioned in Psalm 18:2 as the symbol of strength: "The Lord is... the horn of my salvation and my high tower." "The horn of Moab is cut off, and his arm is broken, saith Yahweh" (Jer.48:25). Zechariah saw Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome symbolized as horns: "Then lifted up mine eyes and saw, and behold, four horns. And I said unto the angel that talked with me, These are the horns which have scattered Israel, Judah, and Jerusalem" (1:18). The once united Roman Empire was ultimately divided into ten parts by the Huns, Vandals, Visigoths, Burgundians, Gepidae, Lombards, Franks, Suevi, Alans and Bavarians who had successfully invaded the Empire. They were incorporated into the Empire, adopting laws, and submitting to the over-lordship of the Emperor who ruled from Constantinople. Ultimately, they all submitted to the papal yoke, becoming thus horns of the beast.

"And upon his horns ten crowns" 

Ten independent kingdoms arose on the ruins of the Roman Empire.

"And upon his heads the names of blasphemy"

To have the name of anything named on one is to be invested with its power and to be identified with that name. In connection with our study of chapter 2:8, the letter to Smyrna, we learned that the word "blasphemy" signifies defamatory, calumnious, abusive language, and to blaspheme is to hurt one's good name and to speak ill of one. In this case it is the papal name that is blaspheming God and his truth. It is blasphemy for the pope to claim that he is God; it is blasphemy that the Roman Catholic priesthood claims to have descended from the Apostles; it is blasphemy for the Roman Catholic

Church to teach lies for the sake of monetary gain, rejecting the true doctrines and practice of Christ. In doing these things, Roman Catholicism and its daughter Protestant sects are defaming Christ and the Bible, making it subject of ridicule and contempt.

VERSE TWO

"The beast... was like unto a leopard... bear.... and lion"

In Daniel chapter 7, the Lion (Babylonian Empire) was devoured by the bear (Medo-Persian Empire) which was overcome by the Leopard (Greek Empire) which was destroyed by the dreadful and terrible Fourth Beast (Rome).The Roman Beast of the Sea usurped the authority of his predecessors as a world power.

"And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority" 

In chapter 12:3 we saw the dragon at that time was representative of pagan Rome in its attitude of hostility to the Christian Church. But in chapter 12:17 we saw that the dragon, still hostile to the true saints, was "christianized" Rome, with the new capital in Constantinople, Rome's "first Christian Emperor". In chapter 11:2 we saw that in A.D. 602 Phocas, the Eastern Emperor in Constantinople, issued a decree recognizing the pre-eminence of the Roman See (the pope of Rome) as “Bishop of the World". Not long after the decree of Phocas was issued, the pope was established with both ecclesiastical and temporal power. Therefore the Dragon (with headquarters in Constantinople) gave him his authority.

VERSE THREE

"On of his heads as it were wounded to death"

We have seen the enumeration of the seven heads of Rome in connection with chapter 12:3. It was the sixth or Imperial government of Rome that John saw "wounded to death". We have already witnessed this wounding in chapter 8:2 in connection with the fourth trumpet. On this occasion, Theodoric, king of the Goths, eclipsed the imperial government of Rome in the western third, and established the independent GOTHIC kingdom, the seventh "head" or form of government in Rome. 

"And his deadly wound was healed and all the world wondered after the beast"

The Roman Empire was totally extinguished in the west - the kingdom of the Goths taking its place for a "short time", that is, for seventy years. At the end of that time, the forces of the Dragon - the armies of the emperor at Constantinople, restored the imperial authority in Italy by defeating and expelling the Gothic forces and putting an end to their rule. Afterwards, on the ground thus cleared, Roman Imperialism was restored in the crowning of Charlemagne in Rome as Roman Emperor of the west. Thus the sixth imperial "head" of the Roman beast was healed to the astonishment and admiration of the world, who rejoiced in the apparently perennial vigor of the ancient imperialism of Rome, re-invigorated in the statement that "all the world wondered after the beast".

VERSE FOUR.

"And they worshipped the dragon... and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast ? Who is able to make war with him ? "

The kings and princes of Europe were grateful for the dragon (Byzantine Empire) overthrowing the anti-Catholic Gothic kingdom in Rome. They acknowledged, praised, and supported the new imperialism, realizing how strong and militarily unassailable it was.

"And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies"

The Roman beast of the sea was given authority to dictate to the world in spiritual things. The pope, in his official utterances, was this mouth whose great speakings were mentioned in connection with verse one.

"And power was given unto him to make war (marg.) forty and two months"

Justinian (A.D. 533) and Phocas (A.D. 610), emperors of the Dragon, "gave power unto him" in their decrees. 1260 years after Justinian's decree saw the French Revolution (1793) which took much power from the papacy, 1260 years after the decree of

Phocas, the temporal power of the papacy was overthrown (1870), ending the authority of the pope to "make war with the saints and overcome them" (verse 7).

VERSE SIX.

"And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name"

It is the revealed purpose of Yahweh to people the earth with moral and physical likenesses of himself, but the papacy has taught lies concerning his purpose, relegating the skies, "beyond the realms of time and space" (which amounts to nowhere)!

"And his tabernacle"

The true saints, the brethren of Christ, are the dwelling-place and tabernacle of God. Paul explained to the "faithful in Christ Jesus" at Ephesus that they were being "built upon the foundation of the Apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone, in whom all the building, fitly framed together, groweth unto a holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the spirit" - the divine millennial government and priesthood - (2:20-22). It was these people that the papacy slandered, defamed and denounced.

"And them that dwell in heaven"

God, who sees the end from the beginning regards "the faithful in Christ Jesus" as already in the political heavens of the kingdom. Obviously, they do not rule now - Jesus was called "king of the Jews" before his return to restore the dynasty of David. Paul told his "faithful" that "God hath raised us up together and made us to sit together in heavenly places (positions of political power in the kingdom of God) in Christ Jesus" (Eph.2:6).

VERSE SEVEN.

"And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them"

History is copious in the narration of the sanguinary persecutions and crusades raised against them by the pope, who promised forgiveness of sins and eternal salvation to volunteers in his wars with the saints and witnesses, all of whom he blasphemed as "emanating from the pit of the abyss". These volunteers responded to his incentives with enthusiasm; and in reporting the execution of their mission, would say, "we have spared neither age nor sex; we have smitten everyone with the edge of the sword". Besides being subject to massacre, they were at all times by the canon law deprived of all civil privileges; and it was declared that "they who butcher the excommunicated are not murderers".

VERSE EIGHT.

"All shall worship him whose names are not written in the book of life"

This excludes all those who hope for eternal life from any association with Roman Catholicism or any of its kindred offshoots and "abominations".

VERSE NINE.

"If any man have an ear, let him hear"

The natural man, untrained in the "word of truth", perceives not that his misguidance and errors lead to everlasting death.

VERSE TEN.

"He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth... must be killed... here is the patience and faith of the saints"

Notwithstanding the power and authority of Rome in the past and present, her ultimate destruction is sure and certain. She has led into captivity, but she will in turn go into captivity; she has killed with the sword, but in turn will be destroyed by it. Meanwhile the saints are called upon to exercise the joint virtues of faith and patience for God is true and they shall be delivered. At the time when it is destroyed, there will be seen the true value of faith and patience.

VERSE ELEVEN.

"Another beast coming out of the earth"

Students of the Apocalypse have found some difficulty with this beast; but Dr. Thomas has cleared it away. That it is another form of the papal beast is proved by the statement in verse twelve, that "he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth them that dwell therein to worship the first beast whose deadly wound was healed". The new power was not limited to territory around the Mediterranean as was the Beast of the Sea (verse 1), but included central Europe. A rift gradually developed in the union between Rome and Constantinople. The "Great Controversy" over the use of graven images broke out which consummated in the formation of the Greek orthodox Church as distinct from the Roman Catholic. In Italy the Lombards took advantage of this and laid claim to the Roman dukedom and to Rome itself. Rome found itself divorced from its ally in the east, the "dragon" of verse four, and turned to the rising power of Pepin, Emperor of the Franks and father of Charlemagne.

"He had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a Dragon"

The Beast of the Earth (the "Holy Roman Empire") had two horns, or was constituted of two contemporary dynasties - the Emperor and the Pope. They were the two leading figures in the Empire to which the rest of Europe was subject. The pope held his position subject to the confirmation of the Emperor, and the emperor did not hold a valid position till he received the crown at the hands of the pope. It was a dual empire - a two-horned beast. They were lamb-like horns; that is, by profession, they belonged to Christ: between them they were Christendom; but the beast spake as a dragon for all that. In nature and principles it was thoroughly draconic, though ostensibly holding a lamb-like character. Let anyone study the deeds of either pope or emperor, and they will see the truthfulness of this symbolism. No more merciless tyranny ever afflicted the earth than that which, under the name of the Holy Roman Empire, caused the tears and blood of thousands to flow in dire persecution and oppression, under a pretense of authority from Christ. It is interesting to note that the pope held an annual feast on Jan.21st, in which two lambs were blessed, and from their fleeces were manufactured two "holy" mantles called palli which the pope presented to the archbishop. So it was a case of a dragon in "sheep's clothing".

VERSE TWELVE

"And he exerciseth the power of the first beast before him"

Literally "in his presence". The first beast was not destroyed; it was only one of its heads that was affected. The ten horns, or kingdoms, remained. Thus in accordance with the prophecy, the two-horned beast was established "in the presence of " the ten horns which remained in the first beast.

"And causeth the earth and them that dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed"

The peoples of Europe were caused to do homage to the same form of government as that of the Beast of the Sea.

VERSE THIRTEEN.

"He doeth great wonders... making fire to come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men"

In Scripture, fire often symbolizes warfare, as in Isaiah 42:24-25: "Who gave Jacob for a spoil, and Israel to the robbers? Did not the Lord?... Therefore he hath poured upon him the fury of his anger, and the strength of battle: and it hath set him on fire round about, yet he knew not; and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart". It will be recalled that fire proceeded out of the mouth of the two witnesses in chapter eleven, and symbolized the wars that the apostate Protestants waged against their catholic persecutors. The votaries of Catholicism in the newly forming beast of the earth worked

military wonders with their many campaigns, subjugating the Germanic and Slavic Peoples of Europe to the authority of the papacy. But the fire cast from heaven was not only military, it was also ecclesiastical. "The Thunders of the Vatican" were the object of terror to all during the Beast of the Earth's supremacy. One historian has commented, "Excommunication was at this epoch a terrible weapon in the hands of a sovereign pontiff. Everyone fled with horror from him who had been struck by it". Marks of abhorrence and ignominy attended the penalties of those who had been excommunicated. They were shunned, like men infected with leprosy, by their friends, their families, and servants. It is remarkable to note that the pope, making his announcement of excommunication’s at the feast of Coena Domini, illustrated his authority in doing so by flinging down lighted candles from the elevated vestibule of the Latrine Temple in Rome.

VERSE FOURTEEN.

"And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth"

By his political and military "miracles", Charlemagne deceived the European nations into believing that divine authority was on his side, whose worship was Roman Catholicism.

"Saying... that they should make an image to the beast which had the wound by a sword and did live"

This, of course, is not a literal image. It is part of the symbolism. It means a political likeness, or counterpart of the imperial system in Rome that had been killed by the Gothic sword; the restoration, in fact, of the old impartiality of Rome in a new form. This was accomplished on the investure of the pope with all the prerogatives of an emperor. In this position he was the exact likeness of the old Roman emperors of the sixth head-chief magistrate in the dominion of civil law, and at the same time, chief pontiff of the national religion. He was, to all intents and purposes, an image of the defunct imperialism of the west, which had been overthrown by the Goths.

VERSE FIFTEEN.

"He had power to give life unto the image of the beast"

Victorious Charlemagne (accepted and crowned by the pope) had the power to give political vitality to the papal image of the beast.

"Both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed"

To speak is to issue decrees - this the papacy does. To worship is to command the unquestioning adherence of followers - this the papacy does. To cause to kill is to enforce decrees by war - this, in the period of its temporal power - the papacy did.

VERSE SIXTEEN.

"and causeth all... to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads"

It was a custom for masters to brand their slaves with assign on the forehead or hand. The Hindus today mark themselves on the forehead with the symbol of their God. Thus those having the sign of the papacy are its slaves, worshipping its head. The sign of the cross is made on the hands of the priests at their ordination; this sign is made on the foreheads and bodies of worshippers; the cross is used to advertise the spiritual "bazaars" of the Apostasy, both catholic and Protestant. For the people to receive this mark on their right hand or forehead is for them to devote their strength and work, and thought and mind to the Roman Catholic superstitions. “In the papal system, as is well known, the sign of the cross and the image of the cross are all in all. No prayer can be said, no worship engaged in , no step almost can be taken, without the frequent use of the sign of the cross. The cross is looked upon as the grand charm, as the great refuge in the season of danger, in every hour of temptation as the infallible preservative from all the powers of darkness. The cross is adored with all the homage due only to the Most High; and for anyone to call it in the ears of a genuine Romanist, by the Scriptural term 'the accursed tree' is a mortal offense" ("The Two Babylon’s"). The ancient pagan sign of the cross, which crept into the "christian church" in Egypt, and thence into Europe, has, from its introduction, been the object of utter abhorrence to the true saints, for everywhere its sign is seen, lies are taught in the name of truth.

VERSE SEVENTEEN.

"That no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark" 

Trade with "heretics" was discouraged by the papacy. One pope issued his commandment that, "no man entertain or cherish them in his house or land, or exercise traffic with them". The synod of Tours in France, under the same pope, orders under the like intermination, that "no man should presume to receive or assist them, no, not so much as to hold any communion with them in buying or selling, that being deprived of the comforts of humanity, they may be compelled to repent the error of their way". The "buying and selling" also have a symbolic significance. During the supremacy of the two Beasts, the papacy forbade the teaching of anything but their own spiritual merchandise. The merchandise of the truth is mentioned in Isaiah 55:1, "Ho everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; come ye, buy and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without price". Solomon declared, "Buy the truth and sell it not; also wisdom and instruction, and understanding" (Prov. 32:23). This good spiritual merchandise was forbidden "sale" by the command of the pompous pope, saying "all who venture to do so, either publicly or privately, without authority from the apostolic throne, or bishop of the place, shall be bound with the

bond of a perpetual curse".

VERSE EIGHTEEN.

"The number of the Beast.. is the number of a man; and his number is 666"

It was the custom among certain pagans to designate their gods by the total number of the name of the god. Greek letters having a numerical value. The name which fits in this case is LATEINOS, which in plain English may be said to mean "Latindom" or Latin power, kingdom, or church headed up in the pope. The letters of this name, added together according to their numerical value, give the number thus-

L        30

a         1

t       300

e         5

i        10

n        50

o        70

s       200

     ---------

        666

     ---------

This solution has been on record from within seventy years of the writing of the Apocalypse, and no other solution has ever been offered which fits the description of "the Beast" in this chapter.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE BEAST OF THE SEA, BEAST OF THE EARTH, AND IMAGE OF THE BEAST.

 When the eastern Empire triumphed over the Gothic Kingdom, it was, as has been seen, the ecclesiastical head of Rome which mostly profited from the change. When Justinian decreed, "We ordain that the most holy Pope of Rome be the first of all the priests", the triumph of the papacy was assured, for as the imperial power receded, the papal power was sure to increase. It was by creating the position that caused this development that "the dragon (Constantinopolitan power) gave him (the Beast of the Sea) his power, and his seat, and his great authority". When in the next century, Phocas, the "brutal ruffian”, as Gibbon terms him, issued the decree making the pope Universal Bishop, the process was carried a step further. In this case also, it will be observed, the "dragon" was the giver. Thus the deadly wound was healed in the revival of Rome in the hands of its ecclesiastical, political head, the pope. By placing secular and political power in the hands of its bishop, Rome again dominated the world, especially in the western section of the lands around the Mediterranean Sea, and "all the world wondered after the beast" (Apocalypse and History).

This state of things was established by the arms of Justinian of Constantinople, and the settlement he effected in A.D. 554.240 years later, however, a great revolution had taken place in Europe. The Constantino-politan sovereignty was no longer found in Italy; three of the Ten-Horn kingdoms had been subdued by a new power; the Bishop of Rome was exalted into a pontifical potentate with temporal jurisdiction over the "states of the Church"; and Rome herself was raised from her degradation and eclipse, to imperial sovereignty, and as Gibbon testifies, was afterwards "revered by the Latins as the Metropolis of the world, and the THRONE OF POPE AND EMPEROR who from the eternal city derived their title, their honors, and the right of exercise of temporal dominion".

The Beast of the Earth, therefore, represents the "Holy Roman Empire". This was a fusion of power by the emperor (the head of the Germanic States) and the pope. It is represented in Daniel 7:8 as the little horn with eyes like the eyes of a man, and a Mouth speaking very great things. Its rise must be looked for after the emperor of Constantinople had lost his sovereignty in Italy. The Constantinopolitan authority in Italy was overthrown by the Lombards in A.D. 752, which gave the preponderance in Italy to them; and placed the Bishop of Rome very much at their mercy. To whom could he appeal for help? Constantinople no longer had the power to eject the Lombards, and in any case, was involved in a bitter controversy with Rome over the use of images. A new power was developing in Europe, however, to which the pope could turn. This was the empire of the Franks, which ultimately developed into the German federation. Under Pepin, and later under Charlemagne, it developed into a powerful empire. To it the pope turned in a time of need. The appeal was not in vain. The Lombards were defeated. A new empire in Europe came into existence. And in the year 799 the two-horned beast - an alliance between the pope and the Emperor of this new European power was established. The Beast of the Earth had come into existence. The Bishop of Rome had passed from under the sovereignty of the Emperor of the East (Constantinople) into an alliance with the new imperial dominion of the West, known in history as the "Holy Roman Empire”, the subject of prophecy of this portion of the Apocalypse.

The following outline will illustrate the gradual rise of the papal power (formation of the "Image of the Beast"). At first, the Bishop of Rome was elected by the College of Cardinals, and ratified by the people of Rome. But the pope was not legally consecrated until the emperor had signified has approval and approbation. Gibbon declares, "The Roman pontiffs of the ninth and tenth centuries were insulted, imprisoned and murdered by their tyrants; and such was their indigence after the loss and usurpation of the ecclesiastical patrimonies, that they could neither support the state of a prince, nor exercise the charity of a priest". At the same time, the excesses and vices of certain popes demanded that some reform be instituted. In 1059, pope Nicholas II published a decree restoring the cardinals of Rome the right of nomination and election, and leaving the confirmation to the emperor, but excluding the ratification of the people of Rome. This was the instigation of Hildebrand, a cardinal, who was the real power behind the pope.

Hildebrand ascended the papal throne as pope Gregory VII, and set about to gain further power. He published a new decree against lay investures, claiming that they reduced the dignity and purity of the Roman Hierarchy. He sought an occasion against Henry of Navarre who stood in the way of papal power. Charges being laid against Henry IV by his subjects, he was summoned to Rome to explain his case. Instead of doing so, Henry assembled a gathering of bishops and vassals at Worms, and procured a sentence that Gregory should no longer be obeyed as lawful pope. Henry was thereupon excommunicated by Gregory. Gregory supported his case by letters which contained the statement "Bishops are superior to kings and are made to judge them". He aimed to establish at Rome an annual assembly of Bishops to decide contests between nations. A sort of united Nations Organization presided over by the papacy! Many bishops and nobles of Germany sided with Gregory, and Henry was compelled to ignominiously submit. He humbly presented himself before the pope at Conossa to receive absolution for his sins.

Disputes between the two forms of rule (secular and ecclesiastical) continued until 1122, when a Concordat of Treaty of Agreement was mutually entered into by which the emperor resigned for ever the investure of bishops, whilst the pope agreed to receive his temporalities from the emperor. By a papal constitution, no bishop was permitted to exercise his functions until he had received the confirmation of the Roman See. No pontiff now thought of waiting confirmation of the emperor before he was installed in the "throne of St. Peter". Gregory's work in grasping for absolute power was completed by Innocent III (1198-1216) who stated that it was the pope's authority to accept or reject the Emperor's elect. Thus the position between pope and emperor was entirely reversed. The "image" of the Beast had been established, and all were called upon to worship it. By the thirteenth century, the papacy was supreme ("The Logos").
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