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CHAPTER FOUR. 

Vision of Christ and the saints in possession of the kingdom of God - Chapter 4:1-11.

With this chapter we enter upon a new division of the things exhibited to John in the Isle of Patmos. The first three chapters deal with the affairs of the friends of Christ, as organized in separate communities in various parts of the world. Christ in these gives his opinion of judgment of the condition and behavior of these various communities, and advice according to their needs, in such a way as to be beneficial to all his friends afterwards. Now he turns John's attention to the future. "I will show thee things which must be hereafter."

VERSE ONE.  

"A door opened in heaven"

This door that John beheld was an entrance to the political heavens. The Spirit in the prophet Isaiah uses similar language when he commands the attention of the house of Israel - " Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth!"(1:2). Both rulers and subjects in Israel came under the judgments of the Deity, for both prince and people were "laden with iniquity.... have forsaken the Lord" (verse FOUR ). But the "heavens" or ruling powers under Christ will not be so, for "we look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13). But the "heavens" of this present age are not ours to enter; for it is the decree of God that "every soul be subject unto the higher powers" for the ruler "beareth not the sword in vain ; for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil" (Rom. 13:1,4). But the time is close pressing when the saints of God will ascend to the political heavens with " a two-edged sword in their hand; to execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people" (Psalm 149:6,7).

"Voice of a trumpet talking."

The trumpet blast at the return of Christ will signal immediate preparation for the "battle of that great day of God Almighty" when "the kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; and he shall reign unto the ages of the ages" (Rev. 16:14;11:15).The first preparation after the trumpet blast will be the formation of the hosts of the Lord in the resurrection and judgment of the saints - as Paul says, "We shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling changed" (1 Cor. 15:51,52). And so clouds of saints will ascend into their political aerial (1 Thess. 4:17) ready to do battle with the nations which had been gathered together for the purpose (Rev. 16:14).

VERSE TWO.

"A throne in heaven"

In reading the first verse of the book of Revelation, we learn that what John sees here was not the then present state, nor was it literal. Therefore the "throne in heaven" that he saw was not in the skies, nor did it concern the present position of Christ. It concerns the future, when the throne of David will be re-established in the government (or heavens) of Israel, which will rule the whole earth.

VERSE THREE.

"Like a jasper and a sardine stone"

This identifies the person sitting in the throne. The one in the throne is characterized by the properties of two gems; the beautiful, sky blue, crystal clear Jasper is the symbol of the spirit of God condensed into substance. The sardine stone, also called the cornelian, is named such because of its flesh - colour. Although Jesus was a descendant of Adam through his mother Mary, he was born the son of God, and after his resurrection converted into a spirit body.  

"A rainbow round about the throne"

In nature, a rainbow is manifested when the sun shines through myriad’s of water particles in the air. In Scripture it is prophesied "But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings" (Mal. 4:2). In Psalm 72:6 we are told that the saints "shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth". Yahweh promised Israel through Moses that "as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord" (Numbers. 14:21). So, in the Millennial Age the immortalized saints will fill the earth with the knowledge of the glory of Yahweh (Yahweh is the Hebrew of the memorial name of The LORD often spoken of by Christadelphians). Christ will direct them in the progress of enlightening all peoples of the ways of God.

"Like unto an emerald."

Isaiah wrote that "all flesh is grass... and the grass withereth" (40:6). This is so because the clergies are "clouds without water" teaching lies instead of the truth. But the clouds of the saints in the Millennium will not be so, but will make the grass healthy and green (like the appearance of an emerald) by teaching the Truth to all flesh. The LORD has testified : "My doctrine shall drop as the rain on the tender herb, as the showers upon the grass; because I will publish the name of the Lord" (Deut. 32:2,3).  

VERSE FOUR    

"Twenty - four seats" 

In verses 8-10 of the next chapter the twenty - four elders identify themselves with the immortalized saints because they were "redeemed". Realizing that the kingdom of God will be the re-establishment of the dynasty of David, we are able to look back to the reign of David and see what part of the Davidic organization answers to the twenty ​four seats of authority. In 1 Chron. 24. we read where David divided the sons of Aaron into twenty - four orders. Their duties were to teach the Law of God to the people and minister in religious services. In addition to these (1 Chron. 25) David established twenty - four orders of men "who should prophecy with harps, with Psalteries and with cymbals" (v1) - therefore there are twenty-four symbolic elders because the sons of the high priest and the singers who did the service of the temple under David's reign were twenty-four orders each, being a "type" of the immortalized saints who will perform the temple service in that vast structure described in Ezekiel Ch.40:48.  

"Clothed in white raiment"

In chapter19:8 we are informed that the saints will be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints, who, having been found with spot less characters, will have been clothed with immortality.  

"Crowns of gold on their heads"

This ought to be Stephans of gold (see Greek). The Stephan was a crown of a certain sort; still it was not what we understand by a crown. It was the floral wreath awarded to the victors in the Greek games - a "corruptible" wreath , as Paul terms it, in contrast to the incorruptible stephan that will be bestowed on the faithful. Its significance as contrasted with the crown lies in the fact that it is awarded only after a struggle. A crown is an affair of hereditary succession: a stephan can only be acquired by individual prowess. Hence, the fact that the elders were stephaned with gold instead of crowned, intimates that the wearers had been in a previous state of conflict in which they had obtained the victory through faith - "being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried in the fire" (1 Peter 1:7).   

"And out of the throne proceeded lightenings and thunderings and voices" 

The meaning of the three symbols become clear as we see them used in other parts of Scripture : "The Lord thundered from heaven, and the Most High uttered his voice. And he sent out his arrows and scattered them; lightening and discomforted them" (2 Sam.22:14-15). The picture presented here is one of war. For the voices issuing from the throne of Christ will direct the divine war against the nations, as the kingdom of God gradually expands to fill the whole earth. 

"Seven lamps of fire"  

We are told here that they are "the seven spirits of God". There is of course only "one spirit" (Eph.4:4). "Seven" conveys perfection and completeness. The seven lamps of fire symbolize, then, the Spirit of God manifested in the immortalized saints going about to subjugate the world to Christ. 

VERSE SIX.

"A sea of glass like unto crystal"

Isaiah depicts the nations at present as "a troubled sea, casting up mire and dirt" (57:20). But the time is coming when the sea of nations will be calmed and purified by Christ and the Saints, until this symbolic "sea" will appear smooth as glass and pure as crystal.

"Four beasts"

As a body, all the immortalized Saints make up "the commonwealth" of Israel. This is why Paul calls those not having the truth "aliens from the commonwealth of Israel" (Eph.2:12), but become fellow citizens by accepting the gospel (v19). He calls the hope offered in the gospel "the hope of Israel" (Acts 28:20). Therefore Paul can write "he is a Jew which is one inwardly" (Romans 2:29), being adopted into the commonwealth of Israel by accepting the gospel. What John saw are more accurately translated "living creatures"; from their song in chapter 5:8-10 we learn that they also represent a certain aspect of the immortalized saints. If we look back in Numbers 2 we find mention of Israel being divided into four camps under four standards. Each division can be looked upon as a "living creature", marching in the name of God to occupy the Promised Land by conquest. Similarly, the four living creatures of the Apocalypse represent the saints in military organization, going about to conquer the whole earth.

"Full of eyes"

The eye is the symbol of intelligence. At present, the angels are the eyes of the Father. This is why the angels seen by Nebuchadnezzar was styled "a watcher and an holy one" (Dan.4:13). But in the millennial age the Saints will become the eyes of God - for the apostle writes "Unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come" (Heb. 2:5). At present, the angels are manipulating political affairs in the earth; in the kingdom of God the saints will govern the earth.

VERSE SEVEN.

"Lion.... calf.... man.... eagle"

These were also the likeness of the cherubim mentioned in Ezekiel Ch.1.The word "Cherub" is said to be a conjunction of the Hebrew prefix "ca" - "like", and "rub" - "a multitude". From the description of the cherubim in Exod. 25:17-20, it will be seen that "they were formed of gold in one peace with the mercy seat”. They each had wings overshadowing the mercy seat and their faces one towards another looking toward the Mercy seat. Since they formed "one piece" with the mercy seat they must have prefigured something "glorious" connected with the mercy seat, towards which they looked. Unquestionably the Mercy Seat prefigured Jesus Christ, because the apostle Paul, when speaking of justification by faith in the blood of Jesus Christ states that God sent him forth, or "purposed him" (R.V. Margin) as a "propitiation" which is the mercy seat, (Romans3:25).Now, out of Christ Jesus as the "mercy seat", a glorified community is to be developed. Stephaned we read: "Your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory" (Col.3:3-4). And again, speaking of the Captain of their salvation : "It became him for whom all are things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. For both he that sanctified and they that are sanctified are all of one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call the brethren. Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the Midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee" (Heb. 2:10-12). The cherubim, then represented the glorious manifestation of the sons of God at the appearing of Christ ​(H. Sulley). 

The four faces in the Apocalypse indicate four characteristics of the saints as a body (the multitudinous Christ). The MAN is the basis of the plan of God in creation "thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands thou hast put all things under his feet" (Psalm 8:4). The LION points to the majesty and dominion of "the lion of the tribe of Judah" - Christ and his brethren established in royal power. The OX represents labour, service and sacrifice which is the lot of all the saints before manifestation in glory. Before his glorification, "our elder brother" was "despised and rejected; we did esteem him  stricken; smitten of God and afflicted". The scripture uses the EAGLE as the symbol of unending youthfulness, freedom from natural limitations, and the tireless, effortless power and motion of the glorified spirit-body - "They shall mount up with wings as eagles, they shall run and not be weary" (Isa.40:31). Psalm 103:5 - "Thy youth is renewed as the eagle's" - (G.V.G.).

VERSE EIGHT.

"Each had six wings"

In Isaiah 6:2, these cherubic symbols are styled "seraphim". "I saw the Lord (Heb. Adonai) "saith he, "sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. SERAPHS stood near to it.... and one cried to another, and said, Holy, Holy, Holy, Yahweh Tz Vaoth (He who shall be hosts): the whole earth (Shall be) full of his glory". There is no obscurity about the etymology of Seraph. It signifies burning, fiery, deadly. The fiery serpents sent among the people (Num.21:6) are styled by Moses, seraphim. By the saints, the seraphim and cherubim of Messiah's throne, the whole earth is to be filled with his glory. Being incarnations of Spirit they will be more than a match for all the powers of the world.("Eureka").

"They rest not day and night"

The saints will then be immortal and will need no rest in their service to the will of the Father.

"Holy, holy, holy".

In other words, "most holy". The "most holy" place in the tabernacle was a "type" of immortality - the state that Christ entered after his resurrection. We are able to approach the Father in prayer (enter into the holiest) through Christ: "Having therefore brethren; boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus" (Heb.10:19).When we receive the same nature as Christ, we also will be in this state. The four symbolic living creatures proclaim that they have attained unto this state.

VERSE ELEVEN.

"Thou hast created all things"

This is addressed to him who sits on the throne (Jesus Christ). John writes similarly in the gospel - "All things were made through him; and without him was not anything made that was made" (1:3). The "all things" pertain to the new creation which began with the "second Adam", Jesus Christ. This is why Revelation 3:14 styles Jesus "the beginning of the creation of God", for only Christ and his immortal brethren are members of this New Creation. 
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